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At War with the Invisible Enemy

The name of the enemy is Covid 19. It has created a pandemic. Itis a threat on
human civilisation.

Rumours - The Covid 19 virus has originated artificially in the laboratories of
Chinatothreatthe world leading power. Nothing conclusive has been proved as
of dateyetitisarumour.

Symptoms - Covid 19 virus causes normal cough and cold , fever and respiratory
travel.

Why Pandemic - The mortality rate of covid affected people is not so high. Itis
the cause of sufferingand snatches lives all over the world . So itis a Pandemic.
Effects of Pandemic - Covid 19 Pandemic has effected normal life of man kind . It
has cut off the normal rhythm of life . The effects are -

1) Liquidity crunch as economic activity went in to a standstill with impaosition of
the lockdown.

2) Loss of jobs

3) Negative economic growth putting many into extreme poverty.

Measures taken - To prevent rapid spread of disease WHO suggested lockdown.
So, first the European countries announced lockdown, even our country also
announced lockdown. To resume life, post lockdown, government of different
countries announced unlock phase 1,2,3 etc.

Role of Scientist- Scientist from all of the world are struggling to invent vaccine to
prevent Corona virus.

Role of MNCs - Multinational pharmaceutical companies are trying to popularize
their newly invented vaccine to be the giant in this arena. Liability is fixed on the
vaccine makerin some countries and on the Governmentin other countries.
Awareness Programmes - Local government like Municipality and Panchayat
followed the direction of central government. They played vital role to

1) distribute masks

2) sanitize the areas

3) organize camps

4) continuous propaganda

5) Provide ambulance service.

Last but not the least - During lockdown period we invented our hidden talents to
get off the monotony. Education has been highly damaged and the students are
the worst sufferers. Needless to say the vital role played by the doctors and
other health staff, police officials as well as the bank employees. Hope sunshine
is not far away.

— Mounamukhar Ghosh , UG-II
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Legislative intervention to combat
Coronavirus pandemic in India

Communicable diseases existed during humankind's hunter gatherer days,
butshift to agrarian life 10,000 years ago created communities that made
epidemics more possible. The earliest recorded pandemic occurred during

the Peloponnesian War. The first reported case of Corona Virus Disease |
(COVID-2019) in China appeared on November 17, 2019 in Hubei Province,

but went unrecognized. This was nearly a month earlier than doctors noted
casesin\Wuhan.

The looming danger of a pandemic was not much of a discussion for most of

the Indians till lanuary 2020. The first case of novel coronavirus in India was
reported from Kerala on 30°th lanuary. By March, the transmission was
severe after several people with travel history to foreign countries tested
positive along with their contacts. On 16'th March, Ministry of Human
Resource Development declared a country wide lockdown of educational
institutions. Following the 'lanata Curfew' on 22nd March, a hation-wide lockdown was imposed from 24th March. In India
both the Union government and the State government are constitutionally empowered to legislate on matters related to
public health.The union law deals with port quarantine, including in connection with seamen and marine hospitals, and
interstate quarantine. State legislatures may provide for matters relating to public health and sanitation, hospitals,
dispensaries, and prevention of animal diseases. The union government and states have concurrent jurisdiction to prevent
transmission from one state to another of infectious or contagious diseases or pests affecting humans, animals, or plants.

The Epidemic Disease Act, 1897, is a 124 years old, 773 word legislation of the colonial era. This is the main legislative
framework at Union leve! to tackle the spread of dangerous epidemic diseases. It was originally enacted to contain the
bubonic plague that occurred in 1896 in then Bombay. Section 2A of the Act empowers the Union Government to take
measures and pass regulations for the inspection of any ship arriving or leaving India and for the detention of any person
intending to sail if they are satisfied that the ordinary statutes are insufficient to take appropriate actions.Section 2 of the act
empowers the state government to take necessary steps to contain the spread of the diseaseincluding inspection of travelling
persons and quarantine. Section 3, states that any person found violating regulations under the Act, may be charged with an
offence under section 188 of the Indian Penal Code and is liable upon conviction to a sentence of simple imprisonment for one
month, a fine, or both. Section 4, states that no legal proceeding will be initiated against any person or-authority for anything
done, or in good faith intended to be done under the Act.

The Prime Minister set up a high-level Group of Ministers (GOM) to review, monitor, and evaluate the preparedness and
measures to tackle the Novel Coronavirus. On March 11, 2020, the GOM decided that the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW) should advise all states and union territories to invoke Section 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897. On the
same day the Union Government invoked section 690of the Disaster Management Act, 2005, to delegate powers to the Home
Secretary, who is the chairman of the National Executive Committee (NEC), which is a coordinating and monitoring body, to
the Secretary of MoHFW. On March 14, the Union Government declared COVID-19 as a notified disaster and assistance were
made available under the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), which was also established under the Disaster Management
Act, 2005.

The Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, is criticized and described to be ‘archaic' having major limitations. It places too much
emphasis on isolation and quarantine while non on other scientific methods of outbreak prevention and control like
vaccination, surveillance, organized public health response etc. The Act does not define an epidemic and though it gives
power to the government it doesn't lay down the duties of the government. The Act also does not mention air travel. In 2017 a
draft was prepared called the Public Health (prevention, control, and management of epidemic, bioterrorism, and disaster)
Bill to replace the Act.Recently, the Cabinet has approved the Epidemic Disease (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 stating an act
of violence against Healthcare service personnel as a punishable offence for at least 6 months to 5 years of imprisonment and
with fine of 50 thousand to 5 Lakh.

However with both the Central and Sate Governments working in tandem to control the spread of Coronavirus pandemic, a
new experience in cooperative federalism has come to characterise our body paolitic.

— Anurup Kaushik, Year- lll




Disaster Management Act 2005 and its role
for the prevention of the spread of Covid -19 %

The role of Corona Virus in today's world is very dangerous. We can't ignore this. In every country, its
negative impact has fallen on the people. As a result, many people have died more or less in every
country. Not just that, socially, politically, economically, people have put up with many sufferings due to
the Pandemic. Yet It goes without saying that whatever decisions Governments took to prevent the
harmful nature of Corona Virus has made seriously a positive impact over the society. As an example,
we can say about our country India. India is only country in the world whose number of affected people
is too much high in comparison with other countries. Yet the decision of Government for the prevention
of Pandemic has played a crucial role which can't be avoided. But apart from decision, it's also really
important to have an act in a country for the management of Disaster as the importance of an act is
accepted by the people of India. An act called 'Disaster Management Act' was passed in 2005 by
Rajyasabha (Upper house of the parliament of India). This act provides for the effective management of
disasters. The main focus of this act is to provide the people who are affected with disasters, their life
back and helping them. The act calls for the establishment of NDMA (National Disaster Management
Authority ) which is responsible for laying down policies, plans, guidelines for the Disaster management
and to ensure timely and effeciive response to disaster. In pursuance of the section 8, during disaster,
Central Government would constitute a National Executive Committee (NEC) for the assistance of
National authority and NEC would be composed of secretary level officers of the Government of India.
According to that act, NEC is responsible for the preparation of National Disaster management plan for
the whole country and to ensure that it's "reviewed and updated” annually. Again according to the
section 14, It's mandatory for all State Governments to set up a Sate Disaster Management Authority
(SDMA ). This SDMA, under the section 28. is responsible to ensure that all departments of state must
prepare disaster management plans as prescribed by the National and State authorities. In this act, it
has been mentioned clearly those who violate the rules prescribed by the Government for prevention
must be punished. The real implementation of the act called 'Disaster management Act’ we have seen in
our country during the pandemic situation. We have found the nationwide lockdown which has been
imposed under Disaster management Act 2005. Although Constitution of India is silent on the subject
‘Disaster’ the legal basis of this act is Entry 23, concurrent list of the Constitution "Social Security and
Social Insurance”. Entry 29, Concurrent list * Prevention of Extension from one state to another of
contagious diseases or pests affecting men, animals or plants” can also be used for specific law-
making. Furthermore, the present national lockdown was imposed under the act and it was ordered by
NDMA to take measures for ensuring social-distancing, so as to prevent the spread of Covid 19
according to the section (6(2) (i) . To alleviate social sufferings, it's compulsory for NDMA/SDMA to
provide minimum standard of relief to disaster affected persons, according to the section 12 and 19
including relief in repayment of loans or grant of fresh loans on concessional terms (section 13 ). State
Governments of India have also issued COVID 19 specific regulations which people tried to maintain in
their daily life. These have also enough power to deal with the biological disaster including the
punishment for disobeying order of public servant and malignant act likely to spread infection of disease
of dangerous to life (according to section 188 and 270 IPC). No doubt, India's large population poses
an administrative challenge in dealing with disaster, especially pandemic like Covid 19. However, overall
management can be strengthened through some ways. Firstly Biological disaster of a national
magnitude necessitates a close administration and political coordination, led by Centre and followed by
State governments, Disaster management Authorities and other stateholders. In the true spirit of DM act
and Federal Structure, national and state political and administrative agencies should be more
collaborative and consultative. Issues like availability of food, arranging livelihood to daily wagers, relief
camps etc, that directly affects millions in a country needs special attention. Secondly, success of
effective implementation of national and state decisions under DM act is dependent on its ground level
implementation, district administration and local self government institutions the best bet.

— Subrata Paul, 2nd Year
— Subhadeep Das, 2nd Year
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Coronavirus Pandemic and Indian society

CORONA VIRUS or otherwise known as COVID-19 is a fatal
respiratory disease that has spread its tentacles over the
whole world . According to estimates , the death tollis
fixed at 20million. Approximately 9.5 crore people have
been infected throughout the world and among the worst
affected countries were US.A,,ltaly,lran,Brazil, Russia and
India.lt is suspected that the virus had begun to spread
from a major city of CHINA naming WUHAN where it was
perceived as a viral infection but soon people started
realising that it was a type of SARS(SEVERE ACUTE
RESPIRATORY SYNDROME) disease spreading like a
wildfire throughout the world in just a matter of few
weeks and taking death toll fatalities to a humongous rate
. Although India shares International boundaries with
CHINA ,the first case of noble corona virus was recordedin
March in INDIA ,almost 5 months when the first case was
recorded in CHINA. The Government response to the
situation varied across countries though imposition of a
national lockdown was a common response. The
Government also took initiatives to sensitise the
population so that the spread of the pandemic could be
contained and the curve flattened. Some of these measures included social etiquette like sneezingin a
proper way ,using folding points of elbow,using of sanitisers and usage of masks not only prevents us
from being a victim of the virus. The lockdown showed us the that even locking up ourselves in home
can bring out our creativity . Innovations like work from home,online classes showed that we had not
stopped life. Although pandemics have ravaged the world in earlier times like THE GREAT PLAGUEOF
MARSEILLE(1720),FIRSTCHOLERA PANDEMIC OF WORLD(1820)and THE SPANISH FLU(1920), the Covid
pandemictook us by astorm.

Loss of formal jobs initially created economic problems like stalling of payments to laborers but time
showed that INDIA was not behind in helping its people mainly migrant labourers and people from
other countries to reach their homeland in dfferent states and countries . Samaritans sprang up from
civil society as well and among many efforts we could take example of SONU SOOD in this context.
Worldwide over the pandemic was pacing up and INDIA'S relations with other countries did not break
up butwent to a more cordial stage with respect to the diplomatic or financial context.

There was a certain probability that hydroxylchloroquine could cure corona virus and American
diplomacy took up the issue that India export millions of doses of the above medicine to the USA.
Stalling of economic activity after imposition of lockdown in many countries has forced many Indians to
come back home. Another major development has been when WHO asked INDIA to assist other
countries in handling the pandemic step by step and providing the indigenously built covid 19 vaccine in
India to countries adversary affected by the virus. The USA threatened to stop its funding to WHO due
toits incapability to produce a vaccine but INDIA chaired the WHO meeting and helped other countries.
Such developments bolstered the confidence of many MNC”S to invest in our country rather than
CHINA despite its huge population and manpower resources .So this might channelise Foreign Direct
Investment to India.

— Anirudh Dutta , 1styear.
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Face of the Coronavirus pandemic in rural India

One of the most striking nay ineluctable mages of the COVID-19
pandemic came after India's government initiated a 3-week lockdown on
March 24, 2020, forcing millions of migrant workers working mainly on
construction sites to flood out of its cities on foot and return to their homes
in the countryside, amid promises of financial help from the Government
authorities. Days later, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi used his
weekly radio toaddress the poorest members of society, who were left
without jobs and food due to the shutdown of all economic activity.
Images that stare us in the face are those of students pursuing their
academics outside their home states and unable to return to their homes
after the lockdown. The monstrous cycle of the pandemic showed its
vulgarity when the economic conditions of people deteriorated. After the
resumption of train services ferrying migrant labourers back to his home
states there was a spike in Coronavirus cases in rural areas. This poses
serious problem with health facilities being scarce, overburdened and
not staffed with the specialists or resources like a fleet of ventilators that
could be needed to absorb waves of severely ill patients.

— PRASANT KUJUR, UG-
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‘Feed India’- @b 9= Sranel

"Do not wait for leaders; do it alone, person to person”

—- Mother Teresa
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country trained you to cook & win a Michelin star. It is your duty to stand up & feed india now." | 949 (AH2
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NHIeF JMOEEF AT@| Feed India THF fIFPT I IEA - “This is much bigger than the Michelin
star.This is much bigger than everything."

—3ie Hrewie, o 99
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